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A Message 
from our CEO &
Board President
This year marks an extraordinary milestone
for Bergen Volunteers: 60 years of service,
compassion, and community impact.

For six decades, Bergen Volunteers has stood
at the intersection of need and generosity,
bringing caring individuals together with
neighbors who need support in Bergen
County.  What began as a simple but powerful
idea—that volunteers can transform lives—
has grown into a network of programs and
partnerships that strengthens our community
every single day.

We are proud of the legacy built by
generations of volunteers, donors, staff, and
community leaders who believed in the power
of service. Their dedication laid the
foundation for the work we carry forward
today.

In 2025, Bergen Volunteers mobilized
25,000 hours of volunteer service to make a
meaningful difference in more than 8,000
lives across Bergen County. Every volunteer
hour highlighted in this report reflects
dedication in action—someone rising early for
a CHORE assignment, a mentor driving miles
to meet with a struggling teen, and many
others choosing to give their time in service to
our community. 

Because of this commitment, a child is
supported in school, an older adult remains
safe in their home, an individual is connected
to resources during a challenging time, and a
nonprofit partner is strengthened by the time
and talent of volunteers. These stories are the
true measure of our impact.

As we celebrate 60 years, we also look
ahead. The needs in our community are
changing. Economic pressures, social
isolation, educational gaps, and workforce
challenges demand innovative thinking and
collaborative action. Our responsibility—and
our opportunity—is to ensure Bergen
Volunteers remains a strong, adaptive, and
compassionate force for good for the next 60
years and beyond.

This 2025 Impact Report reflects the
extraordinary dedication of those who give
their time and talent in service to others. To
every volunteer who showed up, every
partner who collaborated, every donor who
invested in our mission, and every client:
thank you for your trust and belief in us. 

Shara Nadler, MPA
Chief Executive Officer
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Paul Coller
Board President



What’s Inside

Celebrating 60 Years 
of Community Impact
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Providing human service and training programs to
improve lives and strengthen communities. 

Bergen Volunteers has been an integral part of our community for six
decades, offering a wealth of programs and services throughout
Bergen County. 

Our volunteer-driven, direct-assistance programs support vulnerable
seniors, at-risk youth, and low-income families and individuals. 
We offer leadership development and civic engagement training to
local teens and rising professionals. We engage individuals and
businesses with networking and local community service opportunities. 
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Provides minor home repairs and safety
upgrades for seniors and residents with
disabilities. Skilled volunteers do light
plumbing; replace light switches and
outlets; and install grab bars, indoor
railings, doorbells, locks, smoke alarms,
and more. They offer seasonal installation
and removal of window AC units.

1,323 Seniors Assisted
42 Volunteers
9,945 Hours of Service

CHORE

100 Seniors Assisted
20 Volunteers
100 Hours of Service

 Programming 

The Amy & Mark Shirvan Family Senior
Safety Initiative (AMSFSSI) is dedicated 
to identifying safety risks in the homes
of older adults and ensuring they can
continue living independently with
confidence. Through comprehensive
home safety evaluations, AMSFSSI
helps seniors reduce hazards, prevent
falls, and feel more secure in their
everyday environments.

Shirvan Family Senior
Safety Initiative
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38 Mentees Assisted
36 Mentors
1,104 Hours of Service

Many of our community’s seniors
experience loneliness and are isolated in
their homes without support. The CHEER
program matches caring volunteers with
these seniors to offer meaningful social
interaction, as well as assistance with
errands, grocery shopping, and
prescription pick-up. 

109 Seniors Assisted
100 Volunteers
5,746 Hours of Service

Programming 
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CHEER

Mentoring
The Mentoring program enlists, trains,
matches, and supports volunteers to
respond to the specific needs of youth,
families, first-generation college
students, and caregivers in our
community. Compassionate mentors
help their mentees focus on achieving
goals, navigate challenging times, build
confidence and self-esteem, and learn
about available resources.



167 Children Assisted
66 Volunteers
2,696 Hours of Service

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
VITA is an IRS-certified program that provides free
tax preparation assistance to low-to-moderate
income individuals and families, those with
disabilities, seniors, and English language learners.

Redefining Retirement
For retirees seeking a way to make a difference in their
community, this program is a valuable resource. Its
liaisons work with nonprofit partners to identify areas of
need and connect them with local retirees who have the
skill set and past experiences that are required. 

525 Tax Returns Filed
$124k in State Refunds
$620k in Federal Refunds

5 Program Liaisons
87 Placements in Volunteer Roles
15 Information Sessions

We partner with local Title 1 schools and our volunteers
work 1:1 with selected students to improve literacy skills
and achieve academic success. The program encourages
critical thinking, develops confidence, and builds
vocabulary. 

Bergen READS

 Programming 
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21 Cohort Members in Class
of 2025-2026
10 Sessions of Site Visits,
Workshops, and Discussion
Panels
Almost 500 Program Alumni

Teen LEADS is a summer leadership and
civic engagement program for area teens
that is offered as two week-long sessions.
Teens visit different host sites each day at
local businesses, colleges, and nonprofits.
They learn from elected officials and
professionals in interactive sessions,
covering topics including goal setting,
community advocacy, and communication. 

Building on our 2025 summer success, we
launched the Teen LEADS Council to keep
teens engaged in leadership development
and the spirit of giving back year-round. 

Bergen LEADS is a leadership program for professionals living or working in Bergen
County. Participants learn about local issues from community leaders, receive expert
executive training, and gain insider access to the public and private sectors. Graduates
emerge as civically engaged stakeholders ready to shape the county’s future.

Bergen LEADS

29 Teens Participated in 2025
More than 50% Continued in
the New Teen LEADS Council 

Teen LEADS
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7 Projects
700 Care Kits Assembled and
Distributed
114 Volunteers

37 Partner Agency Members
149 Opportunities to
Volunteer Posted 
142,207 Database Views
from Potential Volunteers 

Corporate Impact
Projects

Community Partnerships

Our Corporate Impact Project team
connects local businesses with
meaningful volunteer opportunities. 

By matching a company’s philanthropic
goals with community needs, we make
it easy for businesses to create a
positive social impact. Whether through
event sponsorships or purpose-driven
employee engagement, our most
successful collaborations come from
aligning shared goals with the
company’s brand.

Agency Membership

Agency membership is designed to
empower partner nonprofit
organizations with resources, visibility,
and support to drive meaningful change. 

Among the valuable membership
benefits is the Get Connected Database,
which allows nonprofits to post
unlimited volunteer opportunities and
connect easily with volunteers. 
Additional support with marketing,
social media, recruiting, and networking
is also available. 
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Training Workshops
In 2025, we added new training
workshops for seniors, volunteers,
and caregivers in Bergen County
that were held throughout the year.
Workshop topics included
protecting seniors from bank fraud
and safety tips for aging adults.

Community Impact
Events
Care. Compassion. Connection. Our impact
events empower volunteers to put these
values into action. In 2025, our inaugural
holiday event—Neighbors Helping Neighbors—
brought together over 400 volunteers to
assemble 2500 essential care items for our
neighbors in need. We were supported by 19
corporate sponsors and 12 family sponsors.
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Fundraising Events
In 2025, Bergen Volunteers hosted
two standout fundraisers that
energized our community. Our spring
event, Keys for a Cause, welcomed
100+ guests at Montammy Golf Club
for an evening of lively music and
mission-focused impact.

Highlights included the unveiling of
the Amy & Mark Shirvan Family Senior
Safety Initiative, the honoring of our
corporate partner, UNITS NNJ, and a
successful night of fundraising to
support our core programs.
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Our 2nd Annual 2025 Paddles &
Prosecco night was literally a smash
hit! The sold-out event united players 
of all backgrounds to battle it out on
the courts for a great cause.

When they weren't competing, guests
gathered in the lounge to learn more
about our community impact, enjoying
great food and great company.



In 2025, Bergen Volunteers, like many nonprofit organizations, was impacted by
reductions in government funding. We invested in our ability to diversify our funding
portfolio to ensure our vital programs are sustainable. 

To meet needs in the community, we need community support. We leaned into this
approach and our family of supporters and partners responded. The next few pages
highlight those who made it possible for Bergen Volunteers to continue and enhance
our programming. We are grateful!  

“I would like to commend the volunteers who prepared my 2025 tax return. Everyone
was very helpful and knowledgeable and put me at ease. I have been utilizing this VITA
program for the past few years and have always been completely satisfied. This is a
really helpful program that I look forward to using every year. Thanks again for helping
out this senior. Keep up the great work.” — VITA Client

“Two angels came to my door from Bergen Volunteers’ CHORE program. As soon as
they saw what the problem was, they went to work. They did an excellent job in helping
me with my problem. I am so proud of the work that CHORE does for people like me.
God Bless You, CHORE.” —  Senior Program Client

Financial Summary
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Our Sources of Funding:
31% Government (↓-38% vs. 2024)
22% Foundations (↑+100% vs. 2024)
20% General Donations (↑+18% vs. 2024)
19% Corporate/Misc. (↑+12% vs. 2024)
8% Fee for Service (↑+60% vs. 2024)

Our Functional Expenses:
60% Programmatic
32% Fundraising
8% Administrative

Heart to Heart: 
Words from Our Community



Power of Volunteers $25,000+       
The Achelis and Bodman Foundation
Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation   
Lillian Pitkin Schenck Fund  

Agent for Change $10,000–$24,999                                         
Alfiero and Lucia Palestroni Foundation Inc.                            
Amy and Mark Shirvan Family Foundation                                
Bank of Hope                                
Bolger Foundation Inc.
Catholic Human Services Foundation                                         
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable Foundation                                  
Heller Family Foundation                                     
PSEG Foundation                                       
Social Finance Inc.                                    
Veolia Water New Jersey Inc.                                              †

Community Impact $5,000–$9,999                                             
Applause Home Care 
BCB Community Bank 
Community Chest of Englewood 
Elite Island Resorts Caribbean  †
Enbridge 
Kaplen Foundation 
Liberman Networks Inc. 
New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Co.  
Patricia G. Depol Charitable Foundation Inc.         
PNC Foundation         
Town Motor Car Corp.         
Valley Health System    
Wiseheart Foundation Inc.    

Civic Innovation $1,000–$4,999 
Advanced Worldwide Taxi and Limo* 
Carlough Foundation
Community Chest of Leonia 
Fluffies Hot Chicken LLC 
Greater Bergen Realtors Care Foundation 
Health Monitor Network 
KPMG LLP 
Krim Associates 
Longbridge Financial LLC 
NIA National Realty 
Old Paramus Reformed Church 
PKF O'Connor Davies Advisory LLC 
PNC Wealth Management
Russell Berrie Foundation
S. Katzman Produce 
SHS Central Bergen LLC 
Senior Care Authority 
Sensationnel Hair Zone Inc. 
TD Charitable Foundation 
Triple Threat Communications LLC 
Units of Northern New Jersey* 
Valley National Bank 
Wegmans Food Markets Inc. 
Yudins Inc.

Power of Partners $100–$999 
5 Wits West Nyack*
Accurate Precision Fasteners Corp 
Abundant Path Yoga*
Bergen Community College*
Bergen PAC*
BMW of Tenafly
Cohn, Lifland, Pearlman, Herrmann & Knopf*
Down Town Sports*
Fountain Pickleball Club* 
Health Barn* 
iLearn Schools Inc.* 
Lulu and Bo Boutique* 
MACO Office Source 
Mad Innovative LLC* 
Mahwah High School Leo Club* 
Make Wine With Us* 
Medieval Times* 
Monster Mini Golf* 
New York County Club* 
Pinstripes* 
Ready to Golf* 
River Palm Terrace 
Saddle River Valley Junior Woman's Club 
Six Flags Great Adventure* 
SoJo Spa Club* 
Spencer Savings Bank 
Tenafly Nature Center* 
The Players Club* 
The Valley Hospital*
Waldwick Chamber of Commerce 

Foundation & Corporate Donors

* Denotes In-Kind Support 
† Denotes both Monetary and In-Kind Support
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Martha Di Paolo 
Marino DiChristina 
Dan DiStefano 
Paul Doxey 
Thomas Duch 
Barbara Dunn* 
John Dzurenko* 
Kathie Eagan 
Gloria Edgar  
Diane Enanne             
Karen Esterow            
Richard Etheridge         
Nilene Evans 
Pauline Evans 
Gary Feit
Anthony Fasano*           
John Felice  
Peter Feniello*           
Mary Ferguson         
Tom Ferguson          
Noah Figman
Mary Fischer
Marie Flahive               
Patrick Fletcher           
Faith Frank  
Gwen Franklin
Susan Freije 
Richard M. Fricke 
Estelle Friedberg 
Pinhas Friedenberg 
Ira Friedman 
Frances Friedman 
Gary Friedman 
Jeff Friedman   †

Barbara Frimmer 
Barbara Fritsche 
Robert Galbraith 
Grace M. Galvin 
James Garner 
Edward Garrett 
Michael George 
Albert Giglio 
Elizabeth Gilbert 
Maryann Glaser 
Kalman Goldstein 
Ewornazino Gometi* 
George Gorman 
Stephanie Gottesman 
Donald Gottheimer 
Leonard Grassner 
Barbara Greenberg 
Steven Greene 
Michael Grifone
Barbara Grossman 
Anson Grover 
Joseph Grunfeld 
Marley Guerrera 
Amy Gufert 
Nancy Gundersdorff 

Leaders $10,000+    
Suzan Gordon
Jennifer & Scott Buhl
Carmen Dominguez
In Honor of Alexander M. & Lillian T. Santulli

Investors $5,000–$9,999   
Barbara & Steven Adamek    
Joni Corn & Tim Frank         
Donna J. Orlando       
Dr. Sharon Pierson & Bernard J. Milano
Loretta Stratton           
Paul Yarin        

Benefactors $2,500–$4,999         
Mary Rose & Paul Coller 
Micheal D. Stern 
Rose & Michael Glicksman   
In Memory of Hilde Jacobsthal Goldberg
Philip J. Murphy           
Beth & Scott Figman 
Joan & Gregg Krieger 
James E. Healey

Champions $1,000–$2499                               
Marie O'Connor                                           
Herbert, Johnny*                                        
Jacob Thomas                              
Brenda Gallagher                       
Rajinder Gandhi                          
Linda Hanlon                
Leonard Kulick                             
Erin McMahon              
Kathleen N. & John Spola                      
Marcus Williams

Supporters $100–$999 
Judy & Steve Abate  
Carmen Addeo 
Catherine & Saleh Al-Askari 
Eliezer Amdur 
Carmelle Aronovits 
Bonnie & Dr. Russell Asnes 
Karen Avezzano 
Hugo Babij 
Gerald Bakarich
Courtney Baldovin 
Noreen Balletta 
Mark Band 
Leslie Bank 
Harry Baram 
Kathleen Barna 
Patricia Barrett 
Thomas A. Basilo 
Margie Battaglia
Sharyn Bauer
Ella Bauer 

Individual Donors
Ellen Baumkirchner 
Joyce F. Baynes              
Susan Bazaar 
Susan Becker 
Arline Beddow 
Walter Beese 
Harvey Bell      
Dermot Benecke
Bergen County Bar Foundation         
Helen Biberica            
Norman Biener 
Aaron Block 
Robert Boyd 
Patricia Broderick         
Antoinette Brown 
Charles Brown 
Phylis Burman            
Maria Bustillo             
Thomas Butler 
Arsine Cameron         
Joan Campana        
Joanne Campanelli    
Fortunata A. Campbell        
Daniel Caniano 
Barbara Carney               
John Cerchio             
Janet Chabalik   
Rolycito Chan  
Mabel Chang 
Tek M. Chen 
Martha Chin    
Tod A. Christianson 
Edward Ciccoricco      
Terry Ciulla 
Clara E. Coleman School 
Elizabeth Cole 
Stephanie Cole 
Kathy Colucci
Ariadne Condos-Higgason 
Julia A. Connell
Debra Conway
Katie Cook 
Deborah Corwin 
Tim Courtney 
Shirley Culman*
Maria Cupo 
Jill Dandorph 
Allan Daniel 
Diana Dapito
Deanna D'Arrigo 
Adrian David 
Lauren Dayton 
Mary DeMarco 
Michael Demou 
Catherine Demou 
Janet Dengel
Victor DePauw 
Mike Dervos 
Barbara Deutsch
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“We applaud what you and Bergen Volunteers are doing for us and our County
neighbors.” —  Bernard Milano & Dr. Sharon Pierson



Individual Donors (cont’d)

* Denotes In-Kind Support       † Denotes both Monetary and In-Kind Support

Every effort was made to ensure that our donor listing is accurate and complete. If your name does not appear or is listed incorrectly,
please accept our apologies. Kindly call us at 201-489-9454, ext. 251, so that we may update our records.

David Haas 
Stephen Haber 
Laura & James    0
00Hallinan
Peter Hanson
David Harris 
Anna Hartog 
Lawrence Hauerstein 
Ella Hayes 
Louisa Hellegers 
Dorothea Hepsen             
Michelle Hickey 
Laura Higgins*            
Robert Hoeber              
Mabel Hoffmann
Edward Holland             
Donna Holmqvist*     
John Huber 
Judith Hunter
Kelly Hurley*              
Robert Hurta  
Pat Iannacone      
Joanne Iannelli              
Janet Indick 
Elizabeth Inglese               
Yoshio Iwabuchi          
Leanne Joachim            
Carol Johannesson                †

Darren Jones
Grace & Steve Kalish 
Nereide Kalish 
Julliana Kang   
Joanne Kapinus            
Lisa Kapitan*           
Martin Karafian*         
Suham Kassir 
Richard Katz     
Janet Kavanagh        
Beverly Keitz    
Gary Keller  
Sasha Kelly*  
Susan Klausner*        
Karen Klein    
Lynn Kloss 
Susan Kolodny 
Kathleen Brady
KRKrueger 
Barry Kulick 
Lall Kwatra 
Cynthia La Terra* 
Kenneth Lagana 
Sheila Last
Kelly LaVecchia 
Christine Lebert 
Donald Lehmann
Hans-Jurgen Lehmann 
William Leo 
Myron Leshowitz 
Gary Leventhal* 
Margaret Lewis 
 

Tracy & Chris Limbardo* 
Linda Longo 
Dennis Looney 
Anthony F. Lopez 
MaryEllen Lorenzo 
Jacqueline Luthcke 
Mary Lyons-Kim &
XXThomas Kim       
Laurie Macdougall* 
Christine Malloy 
Suzanne Mannion* 
Annette Maria  
Arthur W. Markowitz       
David Maron*              
Joan Marren               
Lucille Marrone 
Diane Marrone 
Keith Marson             
Jeanne Martin 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
0 Birthday Committee      
Joan Martorella       
WM McAllister        
Kathleen McCann           
Muriel McCann 
Gwynne McConkey       
Shannon McCorry*         
James McInerney       
Ralph McKechnie      
John McKinney         
Peter McMahon  
Chitra Mehta 
Theresa Meierdierks 
Gena Merliss 
Kurt W. Metz 
Leo Metzger 
Linda & Lee Michelson 
Thomas Mierswa 
Thomas Molnar 
Ralph Monaco 
Diane Montalto* 
Pauline Morgan 
Rosemarie Morisco
Frances Morrione 
Cheryl A. Morris 
Chris Moser* 
Rochana Muenthongchin 
Jackie Muhlstock 
Camille Munro 
Mackenzie Murphy* 
Bob Myers 
Lynn Nadi 
Shara & Jeffrey Nadler 
Catharine Napolitano
Jim Narin 
Mark Nestler 
Berman Neuberger 
Kim & Jeff Newman* 
Alice Nudelman
Rosemary OBrien 
  

Julie O'Brien
Rosemary O'Brien 
Suzanne O'Connell 
John O'Donnell        
Varouj Oghali 
Ha Kyung Oh        
Ambrose Orapello           
Barbara Ostroth             
Thomas M. Ott        
Barbara Pagliocca        
Eugene Pantuck            
Kent Papsun             
Lily Pasaporte       
Maryrose Pasi     
Jay J. Perez   
Jeanette Perez   
Pamela Perron 
Geraldine Perry   
David Pfeffer 
Marcella Pinckney          
Thomas Pisciotta           
Elaine Pollack              
Paul Post     
Vincent Presti  
Henry Pruitt, Ed.D.   
Charulatha Ranganathan 
Harvey Rappaport      
Marguerite Raptopoulos 
Arie Rave    
Ellen Ray      †

Kassandra Reyes 
Cheryl Rezendes* 
Thomas Riche 
Tom Ritger 
Theresa Roberts 
Geraldine & John Roglieri 
Andy Rolfe 
Norma Roth 
Rita Rothenberg 
Jayne Rubenfeld 
Kenneth Rubin 
Mark Rubinsky 
Diane Saccoccia* 
Eve Safran 
Robert Sarosi 
Jack Savage 
Cono Scaffidi 
Diane Scheffler
Maureen Scheffler 
Alexandra Schenkel
Daniel Schiller 
Carol Lynn Schinski 
Sheila Schneider
Peggy Schneider* 
Victoria Schrager
William P. Schuber
Louise E. Schwartz 
Tina Schweid 
Kathleen Scott 
Melissa Sheehan 
 

               

Tad Shepperd 
June Siegler 
Tom Siracusa           
Tina Sirignano*       
Leslie & David Smith 
Lillian  Solomon          
Susan Spiegel              
Maria Spina  
Joseph Spivack             
F. Allen Spooner            
Jan Sprance*          
Bozena Sroka  
George Stavrou              
Tara Steele*               
Holly Stefanic            
Robert Stevenson       
Pam Haber-Sturiale & 
XXMarc Sturiale             
Rachel Sugalski           
Carmel Suntino             
John Suter   
Andrew Swartz 
Ron Targove              
Miriam Taub    
Greg Tenbekjian      
Catherine Thornhill           
Peter Tilgner 
Mark Toma* 
John Tomansky        
Lois Toolin 
Tony Tortorella          
Robert Trubac 
Terezia Vajda  
Beverly Van Pamel       
Barbara Veit      
Anna Villa-Bager*   
Michelle Villani 
Roberta Visconti            
Theodore Wagner             
Mary Walker 
Mary Ellen Walter 
Lynne & David C. Warshaw         
Paula  Webber 
Andrea & Stu Weinberger     
Patricia Weinpahl* 
Henrietta Weiss 
Ronald Wertheimer    
Virgil Whitehurst      
Samaj Williams           
Robert Wills    
Robert Wojcik 
Jerome Yates   
Karen  Young* 
Babette Zacks 
Peter Zampieri          
Laura Zanuso
Debbie Zingler 
George Zuorick  

709 donors gave less than 
$100 in cash. Those gifts  
totaled $29,225.76.      
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President/Secretary
Paul Coller
Retired HR Professional

Vice President
Michael Glicksman
Retired Business Owner, Viziflex Seels, Inc,
Community Volunteer

Treasurer
Jacob Thomas
Investment Advisor, VP, PNC

James Adamo
Senior VP M&T Bank / Retail Regional
Manager NNJ

Scott Buhl
Senior Director IT M&A, Stryker

Beth Figman
Retired Nonprofit Leader and
Community Advocate

Frances Goldfarb. Esq.
Chief Operating Officer, Color Tree Group, LLC

Stephen Kalish
Retired Corporate Executive,
Xylem Inc. and ITT Corporation

Jim Prussak
CEO, Applause Home Care, LLC

David Stamberg
CEO, Founder, Certified Placement and
Referral Specialist, Senior Care Authority

Shara Nadler, MPA
Chief Executive Officer

Debbie Corwin
Director, Development & Communications

Donna Leibe
Administrative Director

Lisa Tredici
Director, Community Programs

Diana Kochaha
Senior Manager, Community Programs

Hilary Baris
Special Events Manager

Laura Hallinan
Program Impact & 
Communications Manager

Melissa LaRobardier
Community Outreach Manager
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www.bergenvolunteers.org
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